CiTtY OF CHILLICOTHE LUKE M. FEENEY

MAYOR

35 SOUTH PAINT STREET
CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 45601-0457
PHONE: 740-774-1185
LUkEe.FEENEY@CHILLICOTHEOH.GOV

March 5, 2020

Michelle May

Highway Safety Program — Program Manager
Ohio Department of Transportation

1980 West Broad Street

Columbus, OH 43223

Dear Ms. May,

I write to follow up on the Ross County-Bridge Street Safety Project presentation
and offer support for the project from the City of Chillicothe. Our traditional process for
committing matching funds for future ODOT Safety or other projects is to send a request to
City Council asking for a resolution to commit to support to the project. At this stage in the
project, I don't believe we have enough information to go in front of Council with a request
today, but I am prepared to go to Council when the timing becomes appropriate.

After consulting with the City Auditor, Kristal Spetnagel, we agree that we can go to
City Council with a request of up to one million dollars to support the project. Auditor
Spetnagel insisted that we also commit to Council that we would seek other funding sources
to support the project and potentially offset portions of the City obligation, but she felt
confident that our current financial position could support the amount referenced above.
The City is also committed to working with District 9 to support any funding they might
seek.

The Auditor and I agree that while this amount is significantly larger than anything
the City has committed to previously, we can craft a plan that will be manageable for our
budget. Simply put the project is of such significance for the community that we can’t afford
to not invest in it; I believe it truly is a once in a generation opportunity.

I appreciate your support and would be happy to answer any questions you may

have.

Sincerely,

s b

Mayor, City of Chillicothe






